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IDAHO OBSIDIAN SOURCES

COAL BANK SPRING

Range of visual variability for obsidian nodules collected in the Coal Bank
Spring vicinity. The specimen on the right was assigned to the Coal Bank
Spring source and the item on the left was correlated with the Browns Bench
source.

ALTERNATE NAMES: Coal Bank.
LOCATION - COUNTY: Cassia.

GEOCHEMICAL AND VISUAL CHARACTERISTICS: Trace element analysis of 15 source samples from the Coal
Bank Spring vicinity initially suggests the presence of two geochemical sources. One of these groups shows
systematically elevated amounts of yttrium and zinc and is provisionally assigned to the Coal Bank Spring source while
the other group appears to belong to the well-known Browns Bench source. Both chemical groups, however, appear
visually atypical from most Browns Bench source samples in our reference collection. At the present time, this source
occurrence remains somewhat enigmatic and will require additional study.
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